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the Acts of the Assembly at Anagni, which condemned them.
Gerard and most of the group were real saints, but extremely free in their belief, attaching quite as much importance to the ideas of Joachim, and to their own interpretations of them, as to the teaching of the Church and the authority of the Bible. They thought that the Father had reigned in the Old Testament, that the Son had reigned up to 1200, but that then the spirit of life had left the two Testaments for the Eternal Gospel, and that, from 1260 onwards to the end of time, the Holy Ghost was to reign. Renan thinks that this movement was a most formidable one, and that it might very easily have ended in the foundation of a new Franciscan religion, which might have replaced Christianity in the West. Unluckily for the success of the doctrine, it extended from Italy up the Rhone and the Saone into the centre of France, took a considerable hold in Champagne, and Gerard of Borgo San-Donnino, in an evil hour for himself, chose Paris, of all places, for the publication of his work.
Here he encountered the violent opposition of the University, which was assisted by the Bishop of the diocese, who denounced Gerard's work to Pope Alexander IV., who named a